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Wikipedia faces a problem. It must decide what content, and in some cases, what links 

to allow? It calls itself the encyclopedia anyone can edit, but the fact is, anyone can also 

un-edit it. And the ones with ultimate say on what is in it, are not you and I. I posted a 

link to my JokeCat site on their RuneScape page. Right along with the five Selected 

Fansites links that Wiki allows there. In the short amount of time it was there, it generated 

10 hits. An amazing result. My JokeCat site has a RuneScape humor page so whose to 

say a little humor isn't what Wiki's users want? 

 

Wikipedia says so. As I edited, I ignored a message a message very similar to this one: 

 

Please do not add any other links to the following 
list of fansites, as it has been decided that only 
runehq, sal's realm, runevillage, tip.it and zybez 
should stay. If you see any other websites in the 
list below, please remove them. Please do not 
either get the assumption that changing this 
message changes the decision to keep only these 5 links. If you feel 
any link should be added, please say so on the Talk Page first or else it 
will be speedily removed. In case you don't know how to get to the 

Talk Page just click discussion in blue just to the 
right of article at the top of this page 

 

 

 

===Selected fansites===  

*[http://www.runehq.com/ Rune HQ]  

*[http://www.runescape.salmoneus.net/Sal's Realm of 

''RuneScape''] 

*[http://www.runevillage.com/RuneVillage]  

*[http://www.tip.it/runescape/Rune Tips] 

*[http://www.zybez.net/Zybez] 

 

Link to Wiki's RuneScape page 

 

All five sites are commercial and run ads. Some of the ads promise get rich schemes 

related to RuneScape. Here is the text from an ad run on RuneHQ on 9/17/06:"Welcome 

to www.Runescapeguide.com Are You Ready To Be A Millionaire in Runescape? Learn 

the secrets that Jagex doesn't want you to know!!!" It has been decided? Decided by 

whom? Jimbo Wales? Some anonymous users? It has been decided that my site fit 

doesn't their definition of fansite. It has been decided that Wiki's users need get rich on 

RuneScape ads more than they need RuneScape humor. 

 



 

 

This is not a question of fact, of having an encyclopedia that is 

accurate. It is a question of what for-profit sites Wiki endorses 

and drives traffic and money to? It has been decided.  
 

The Wiki Guards found my link in short order, and did a poor 

job of communicating their goals. It is another point against 

Wiki that the ones with the power, that I have run across, are 

poor communicators. They talk down to people (using their 

computers), seem annoyed, and busy. It's not good for Wikipedia to treat their users that 

way. 

 

Good luck to Wiki in their challenge of how not to make already well off Capitalists, 

more so. Look at my JokeCat site and compare it to the mega-sites they do allow. Kind of 

conflicted there, aren't you Wikipedia?  

 

All's well that ends well. I am allowed to edit for now. And I do thank Wikipedia for 

making that happen. Wiki and I are at peace. 

 

On 09/16/06, Wikipedia's RuneScape was down to one Fansite instead of the five listed 

above. The page is also partially "locked". "Due to recent vandalism, editing of this 

article by anonymous or newly registered users is currently disabled." Wiki does this 

when it loses control of a page. Some pages have higher levels of locking, double 

secret lock is the highest, and usually shortly proceeds or follows an episode of 

pandemonium. 

 

On 01/26/07, the same page was now Semi-Protected, which means about the same 

partially locked above. One additional Fansite was added since 09/16/06, Rune Tips, so 

that site and Rune HQ now add their grace to the page. The reason Wiki offers is that they 

have the most traffic. Well, why do they have the most traffic? I have to think the owners 

of Rune HQ and Rune Tips praise Wikipedia every day as their ad revenue transfers to 

their bank account.  

 

We could perhaps conclude that quanity is more important than quality to 

Wikipedia here.  

 

 

JokeCat talks with Rory096 

 

On March 15th 2006, I add my JokeCat link to Wiki’s RuneScape page. Shortly thereafter 

I get this message from Wikipedian Rory096:  

 

Rory096: Please do not add commercial links (or links to your own private websites) to 

Wikipedia. Wikipedia is not a vehicle for advertising or a mere collection of external 

links. You are, however, encouraged to add content instead of links to the encyclopedia. 

See the welcome page to learn more. Thanks. 



 

 

 

About two hours later I had this exchange with Rory096 conducted on his user page over 

the course of 18 minutes:  

 

JokeCat: How do I reply to this person who I think removed my link?  

 

Rory096:You mean the link you added into RuneScape, after clearly seeing that it wasn't 

allowed, and even editing the message telling you that you shouldn't enter links? 

 

JokeCat: Stop blocking me Rory. Make this fair.  

JokeCat: You have no reason to block me.  

JokeCat: This isn't a forum, people just come here to praise you.  

(Above I think I was temporarily blocked from editing. That or I was just spouting 

random gibberish, but I rarely do that.)  

 

Rory096: First of all, I can't block. Second, if you were blocked, you couldn't say 

anything on my talk page.  

(I can’t argue with this. Though I clearly remember one Wikipedian wiping his talk pages 

of my comments as I was unable to edit. It might have been Rory096 or Sango123, but 

what a chilling introduction to Wikipedia. Look at me, I have the power to make your 

entries vanish. I am a Wikipedia Volunteer.) 

 

JokeCat: Who decides to grant the ad running site special wiki status?  

 

Rory096: I don't know what you're talking about. 

(Here is the point, the question with value, and he replies poorly.)  

 

JokeCat: I am talking about the Runescape link. Look at all 5 Runescape fansite links. 

They all sell ads. Someone wrote, only these 5 can be here. Who decides on those 5 sites 

that sell ads on how to get rich?  

 

 

JokeCat: Look at your first post, now do you know what I am talking about? You seem to 

be the cop here, the one that pulled my link.  

JokeCat: Who wrote the message? The one saying don't change it? For all I know, the 

owners of the money making site wrote it.  

 

Rory096: Consensus of editors decided to have those sites, and only those sites, on that 

article. I am not a cop, nor was I even involved in the original discussion. I've also seen 

you add your sites to other articles; please stop doing that. 

(A boilerplate answer. The original discussion implies the discussion to pick five for-

profit winning sites that got massive amounts of traffic off the Wiki RuneScape page.) 

 

 

JokeCat gets banned from editing Wikipedia for trying to take the Wikipedia 



 

 

username: IHateWikipedia.com on April 1st, 2006. 

 

Sango123 appears to be the one doing the banning. This discussion takes place on 

Sango123’s user page:  

 

JokeCat: Sango321, How about you put a link on your page something like, "Here is how 

to send me email"? The impression I am getting from you people is you that you are 

afraid to someone is out to get you. Go to my page Sango321 and see how the rest of us 

live? With emails and names. OK, Now you can wipe your page clean. The page is: 

www.IHateWikipedia.com Are you offended? Oh no, call in the grief councilors. I am 

able to edit, until I decide to have a name. You don't like IHateWikipedia.com so Sango 

231 says I can't edit now. My crime? My name. My Lord it is easy to get banned around 

here. (This post makes me think Sango123 is a page wiper. It is now true that it now takes 

a little work to figure out who I am, but not much.)  

 

Sango123: That's strange... A link on e-mailing me is provided twice on User:Sango123, 

once in the toolbox in the left navigation panel (E-mail this user) and once within the 

body of my user page (Contact: Talk page or e-mail). By the way, User:Sango321 has 

been blocked indefinitely as an imposter, and it might help to read our policy on 

inappropriate usernames. 

 

JokeCat: Well that's all fine and good that you can find it, but who is this page for? Can 

you identify the users here? Is this a page to make Sango312 happy, or for the users of 

Wikipedia? I was banned because I picked a name. I couldn't use the name, it wouldn't 

appear in what people could see, you could have tracked me with my IP instead of my 

name. If I can't have the name, let me use my IP address then. The simple act of trying to 

get the name got me banned. Identify the offending post that got me banned and be honest 

about it, and address my questions directly, if you would. (I was banned. For picking a 

name. There were no offending posts.)  

JokeCat: Sango312, it appears I changed your RuneScape links policy. (See my 

IHateWikipedia.com page) Let's get this over with so we can get on with our lives. How 

do I get unbanned?  

JokeCat: Concede Sango132. I think this one is mine. Why don't you unban me? Game 

over, I am unbanned. Have a nice life Sango213. I cannot for the life of me find any 

Wikipedia Jokes. Can you email me Sango if you know of any? Just use my 

www.IHateWikipedia.com page to do that. Thank you. (I believe their RuneScape page is 

down to one Fansite instead of the five when we had our disagreement. I think it was a 

case of them trying to figure when to drive traffic to for-profit sites? Denying capitalism 

perhaps? Maybe Jimmy Wales can enlighten us? I admit to being too boastful, as others 

contributed to the change of their RuneScape page, and perhaps my contribution was 

zero.)  

 

Sango123: Again, IHateWikipedia.com, if that's the username you're referring to, was 

blocked in accordance with this policy— The primary purpose of user names is to 

identify and distinguish contributors. This facilitates communication and record-keeping. 



 

 

The user name is not a forum to be offensive or make a statement. No one has a right to 

any particular user name. Half of your concerns would have been addressed had you 

simply read the note I left on User talk:IHateWikipedia.com. For Wikipedia jokes, please 

take a look at Category:Wikipedia:Bad Jokes and Other Deleted Nonsense. Thanks  

(No one has a right to any particular name? Forget rights for the moment. Who cares? 

Can’t they deal with JokeCat having that name? I guess not. I looked for that page, and it 

isn’t there now, how could it be if the name was banned?) 

 

 

Part of Wikipedia's problem is that once one of their human volunteers ban someone, 

they won't explain themselves or do a poor job of it. That problem relates to the learning 

curve of being a Wikipedia editor. My impression is that they shoot first and ask 

questions later, if ever. And who are these volunteers that seem to be more equal than 

others? One of them is Rory096 and his contribution to the creation of this website can be 

seen on this page.  

 

You can also see Rory's duplication of his Wikipedia user talk page here complete with 

Ads by AffiliateSensor. You can also see Wikipedia user Sango123's feed of his user 

talk page, with a banner link to a seemingly for-profit site, judging by the Google 

Adsense and a flyover ad that sometimes appears that you have to close to see the page: 

here. JokeCat and Sango had a disagreement over the username: IHateWikipedia.com, 

our chat is also on this page.  

 

Sango appears to be on a long vacation from WP and Rory096's user page has just about 

been wiped clean as of 6/16/07. I can't figure out from the history what's up with him? 
 
 
I have made accurate and true copies of Rory096 and 
Sango123's pages from where I pulled the above 
conversations, and well as a my own Wikipedia user page, as 
of 10/20/06. I'll upload them soon. Another interesting 
point is, I can't see everything on my user page that the 
RSS feed can. I have a Wikipedia page: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User_talk:12.214.202.204, 
(Woot) and can't even figure out who hid some of it, though 
Rory096 did revise my page on March 15th. Maybe in time I 
will understand, and someone can probably show me where all 
the disappeared stuff went? Now if I could only figure out 
how to place links to my websites on it without violating 
the terms of service? Isn't this fun? 
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